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But wealth is not a necessity. At most it is
an irrational desire.

Mankind often employs many centuries in
acquiring essential truths. But conviction once
attained, it strives to overtake lost time. The
equality of men before the law is only a hundred
years old, yet what has not been done in its name!

It will be the same in the case of wealth as in
the case of the declaration of the rights of man, or
of the excesses of war. A day will come when the
governments will put forth as many efforts to
establish the reign of peace as they have done to
maintain war. Then peace will triumph. A day
will also come when we shall perceive all the evil
which modern institutions are perpetrating to
maintain the worship of wealth, and its worship
will end. While awaiting this delightful moment,
let us marvel at the means of domination which we
lend to riches.

From our earliest youth, the endeavour is made
to bend our knees before the Golden Calf. Teach-
ers show a sort of esteem for wealthy pupils. The
poor ones can only imitate them. Newspapers
and books laud rich men; novelists confer upon
them the dignity of heroes, as the Government
bestows titles of honour. The churches reserve
privileged places, the places of benefactors, of